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From the Masthead 
Karen Arrington, Commodore  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each and every one of you. I hope 
all of your holidays are joyful.   
 
If you didn’t attend the Commodore’s Ball, you missed a really fun evening. 
We fed approximately 65 people and apparently, the Pain Killers (our 
featured beverage) were a hit because it didn’t take long for the group to 
run through two batches....then they were gone. Butcfear not, the group 
continued to party Island Style, to the island music of Buffet, Elvis, and 
othersvon beer from the Keg and on Wine and whatever other beverages 
others had brought. I don’tvbelieve anyone went away hungry, either. We 
had a little food left, but not much....the menu was well received. Later in 
the evening, out came the guitars, and two of our past commodores and another of our 
talented members proceeded to entertain us with guitar music and singing. It was a lot of fun. 
Kevin explained some of our cyclical awards and proceeded to pass them along. He was even 
kind enough to present me with a Chef’s jacket, so now I have the Jacket and my 
Chef Arrington’s sign. 
 
I want to say a special thanks to Sharon Hollabaugh, Delores Wunderlich, Danny Pitzer, and 
Doug Miles for all their help in setting up the party, cooking, and running errands to be sure we 
had food, beer, wine, etc. and to Andy and Lynda Katz for shopping for the ingredients, and 
preparing and serving the Pain Killers. Last but not least, I want to thank all of the members 
who volunteered to wash and dry dishes and help us clean up after the meal. THANK YOU 
THANK YOU. I really do appreciate each of you for helping and that allowed us all to get to the 
partying faster. 
 
On something of a business note, we are continuing to work on plans for the sea wall and the 
new dock. Several people are putting an amazing amount of time and effort into this project 
for our club. 
 
Please mark your calendars for January 21, 2012 for our Chili Cookoff—our first social 
in 2012. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the lake. 
 
Karen Arrington, Commodore. 
  



Commodores Ball had an Island/Beach Theme 
Kevin Williams 
Past Commodore 
 
        It was cold and rainy night but that didn’t deter a room full of 
party ready members dressed from Tuxes to Tommy Bahamas best 
from having a good time. Karen, Sharon, Kim and Lynda made sure 
the club resembled an island resort including lighted palm trees, 
colorful table decorations and Andy’s Pain Killer island drink.  The 
event was an opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of club 
members during the 2011. Karen and her crew served a wonderful 
meal of pork tenderloin and several very tasty sides and sinful 
desserts. About the time you think this bunch can’t make a better 
dinner, they bust out another feast to top the last.  
 
 The recipients of the annual awards presented at the ball: 
 

Corinthian Award: Rich Laffey 
 The most prestigious award presented by the club. Rich demonstrates the Corinthian 

spirit on and off the water. 
 
Bow Light Award: Ray Higdon 
 Rays tireless work at the club doing a variety of repair projects to his seemingly endless 

time and energy donated to the dock project. 
 
Sparkplug Award: Jack Hattendorf 
 Jack was the driving force behind attracting Lasers to the Sunfish / Laser Regatta ram 

rodding the summer Wednesday night racing  and making sure there were several out of club MC’s on 
the line during the AYC Annual Regatta and the MC State Championships. 

 
Broken Mast Award: Mike Pilgrim 
 It was a tough year on masts at the club with three candidates eligible for the award. 

Mike broke his mast while competing in a regatta at the Fort Worth Boat Club.  
 
Golden Spike Award: Marshall Woodson 
 A repeat winner, Marshall said that the award might be a curse as he did worse the year 

following winning the award the last time.  
 
Upside Down Award: Bob Johnson 
 Bob arrived at the club on cool February Sunday wearing shorts and a T shirt. It was a 

breezy day and he capsized at least 3 or 4 times but soldiered on to finish both races. I’ve read that 
hypothermia can cause poor decisions but he didn’t seem to sustain any long term effects.  

 
DaySailer Wet Sponge Award: Mike Leisch 
 Mike Leisch earned his trophy by capsizing the D/S fleet boat while single handing 

(w/out a tiller extension. Yes, they are helpful) during a D/S social event sail. The boat refused to come 



back up after several attempts with Andy and Steve Blake braving the cold water and hanging on the 
board. The boat was eventually towed to the dock where it took a small army to right and pull it out of 
the water.  You can’t make that kind of stuff up.  

 
Most Appreciated Member: Karen Arrington 
 Karen’s tireless devotion to making sure the club is well fed is the most appreciated 

work by any member. Like I’ve been known to say, “I think we are an eating club first. We may not sail 
but we always eat.” Besides being an excellent cook, we are fortunate to have a member that enjoys 
cooking for large groups. Karen was presented a chefs jacket that will be embroidered with her name 
and club burgee.  

 
The 2010-2011 Board of Directors were presented framed AYC burgees for their service to the 

club. Scott Butler presented past Commodore, Kevin Williams, a Ronstan Clear Start Racing watch, a 
Commodore burgee and lapel pin for his service. 

 
Congratulations to all of the winners and a big thank you to all those that made the event 

special and a lot of fun. Now let’s eat and go sailing.   

 

  



Notes From the Vice Commodore 
Reid Douglas, Vice Commodore  

 
 
Club Upcoming Events  

December 3 Saturday Commodore's Party 

December 4 Sunday Racing - Portsmouth Fleet Duty 

December 11 Sunday Racing - Sunfish Fleet Duty 

December 15 Thursday Board of Directors Meeting 

December 18 Sunday Racing - Catalina 2 Fleet Duty 
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Race Captain Report   
Mike Gralish, Race Captain  

 

 

We're 8 weeks into our 2011 Fall Racing Series and I'm checking 
out the participation. With draughts and drifters giving way to torrents and tropical storm like 
winds, the weather has presented a challenge to our sailing souls - but the AYC has stood firm. 
And the numbers stand in testament. 
 
Twenty-eight skippers have crossed the starting line this series. If we throw in the week when 
we celebrated Dick Cottingham's founding and lifetime commitment to the Arlington Yacht 
Club's racing program with the Cottingham Cup, that number jumps to 34.  
 
Consider also that many of our Day Sailers and Catalina 22's leave the dock with two or more 
racers in the cockpit, many of whom are leaving their own boat in the yard in order to pull in 
the jib instead of taming the tiller.  
 
That's a more than a third of the club's membership participating in Sunday Races over a two 
month period. Nice showing, folks! It's fun having playmates to chase around the buoys (or 
lead around the buoys.... but I'm just speculating on that point.) The more the merrier! 
 
There are 2 more weeks in the series. Come on out one Sunday. The lunches are great - the 
races are better. Even if you've never counted down a 5-minute start (yeah... we're still doing 
those... see last months article for my humbling attempt at dropping it to 3.) you'll be 
welcome on the line, and can find new joy in your toy. And if you're looking for keen 
competition - each of our fleets have members who have place at the top of national regattas.  
 
Want to crew? As I alluded to earlier - we have boats sitting idle on sailing Sundays as their 
skippers double up on the race course. If you'd like to learn a little about racing - let us know! 
 
For the 34 skippers who have sailed this series, thanks for making my Sundays richer. 
 
See you on the water, 
 
Mike 
 

  



Treasurer Report   
Doug Miles, Treasurer  

 
 

The holidays are here and life is more hectic than normal.  For 
the few members that still have not gotten with me concerning their annual dues please 
recognize this reminder and send your check in now.  
 
Food & beverages have been picked up for the upcoming Commodore’s Ball.  I am gladly 
accepting checks for this event as well. 
 
The Club’s finances are great until we consider the dock acquisition.  The previous cost estimate 
far exceeded our resources.  I did some investigating into the possibility of getting a short-term 
loan to spread the cost out over a few years to avoid assessing the current membership for the 
projected short-fall.  Loaning to small non-profit organizations was difficult during good times 
and nearly impossible with the current banking conditions.  I was told that we could get a loan if 
I co-signed the note.  There has got to be a better solution!  Through a great deal of effort on 
Ray Higdon’s part it looks like he has come up with some cost savings on the dock working with 
the City of Arlington.  I don’t have all of the details but it sounds like much of the concrete costs 
will be going away so we should be better able to afford the dock project.  
 
The Club is looking good isn’t it?  Thanks to all of the workers for coming out and making our 
facility something to be even more proud of. 
 
Regards, 
Doug Miles 
 

 
  



 

Fleet Captain Report    
Marshall Woodson, Fleet Captain  

 
Come on Marshall… 
 
Anything? 

  



Secretary Report    
Sharon Hollabaugh, Secretary 
 
No article this month… 

 
Membership Chair 
Pat Hollabaugh 
 

I have recently taken over the Membership Chair from Delores and Lynn Wunderlich who have 
done an excellent job as witnessed by all the new faces and boats you are seeing at the club.  

If you have friends or acquaintances who are interested in the club, please direct them to me so 
we can get them started through the Membership Process. 

Membership Applications are available both online on the AYC website or in the clubhouse on 
the table next to the front door. 

For all the new members, we will be having an Club Orientation, to be announced soon. 

Pat Hollabaugh 

817-899-5743 
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America’s Cup Update 
Rich Laffey 
 
This installment of the America’s Cup Update is a visual tool to better understand this global regatta. 
 
For those of us that are America’s Cup fans, I wanted to include a 
“visual” to outline the sometimes difficult course to the next 
America’s Cup. Currently, we are half way through with the first AC 
World Series races/venues, which has proven excellent sailing skill so 
far! The entire “regatta” is packed and unpacked from venue to venue. They have a huge ocean cargo 

ship that transports the teams/boats/equipment for each 
event. The most recent event was the AC World Series in 
San Diego this past 
month! Excellent 
racing, amazing 
coverage, streaming 

video, all captured on a YouTube Channel for continual viewing! 
Check that out! The Laffey family was in San Diego the week 
prior to the racing, but we visited the America’s Cup Village and 
enjoyed what we did see!    
 

 
  

2011-2012 
AC World Series 

 

Boat: AC 45 
Cascais, Portugal 
Aug 6-14, 2011 
Plymouth, UK,  
Sept. 10-18, 2011 
San Diego, CA,  
Nov. 12-20, 2011 
Naples, Italy 
April 7-15, 2012 
Venice, Italy 
May 12-20, 2012 
Newport, RI 
June 23- July 1, 2012 

 

Louis 
Vuitton 

Cup 
(Challeng
er Series) 

San 
Francisco 
July 4 to 
Sept 1, 
2013 

34th 
America’s 

Cup 
(Finals) 

San 
Francisco 

Sept. 7-22, 
2013 

2012-2013 
AC World Series 
 

San Francisco, CA 
Aug. 11-19, 2012  
San Francisco, CA 
Aug. 27-Sept. 2, 2012 
Venice, Italy 
April 13-21, 2012 
Naples, Italy 
May 11-19, 2012 

 
 



 

Arlington Yacht Club on Facebook! 
 

 
 

 on  
 
 
 
 

 
As an additional means to casually communicate, market our fantabulous club, and revive our 
Facebook presence, there is another attempt to get AYC going on Facebook. The primary purpose 
would be casual communication (nothing official) and to help new or prospective members to learn 
more about our club.  
 
Many adults have taken the steps to join the global phenomenon known as Facebook. It can be a 
tremendous tool to share what we know about our club….for free! Take a moment and join the 
conversation, post a few pictures, share your thoughts, and help make a positive statement to the 
world!  
 
There was an AYC FB page that was created on former FB versions, but that page has not been very 
active. This most recent “page” is posted as a “club” and not as a “group” so that anyone on the 
internet can view/post and learn about our club. In order to join the conversation, one must have their 
own FB account, which is simple to create with an email address and some basic information.  
 
Go to www.facebook.com and begin to explore this effective online tool! 

 
 

 

Do you Yahoo? 
 
Ever wonder why you don’t get e-mails from the 
Commodore?  Well that means you haven’t signed up for 
the AYC Yahoo Group.  This is our primary way to 
communicate.  Heck, you can even post if you want to! 
 
If you haven’t joined the group, just go to:  
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/arlingtonyachtclub/ and 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/arlingtonyachtclub/


take a couple seconds to join.  You will get informative updates from our Commodore, first to 
get word that this great newsletter has been published. 
 

BVI Trip Report 
The Keathley’s 
 
Trip Report: BVI Keathley Family Thanksgiving: 
Almost Paradise 
From Robert Keathley 
 
First full day we sailed to Lee Bay in high winds. 
It was very choppy but we were able to 
anchor. Lee Bay is mom’s favorite place to 
spend the night and great for hanging around. 
Nick and Dad grilled some tasty chicken.  

 
Second full day – The whole day was pretty much lazy. 
We had a lazy morning and just took our time having 
some relaxation. Probably the most unlazy thing that I 
did was drive the dingy around the bay. That was 
REALLY fun. After all that laziness we headed for Bitter 
End where Dad and I raced Nick on lasers. 
Unfortunately Nick won. Don’t tell Dad this - but I think 
the only reason Nick won was because Dad weighs like 
a million pounds - so our top speed in miles per hour 

was probably zero. Then we were off to Anegada. 
 
Comments from Mom- We spent a memorable 
evening at Anegada. Greeted by Barry from 
Whispering Pines restaurant where he enticed us to 
lobster dinners by singing a little jingle from his dingy 
(commercials live and in person J). The boys enjoyed 
wrestling on cow-wreck beach while Bryan and I 
kicked back with a few adult bevs and watched the 
kite surfers and the spectacular sunset. Since it was 
our first time with the boys on the boat the whole 
time - we learned that we really enjoyed finding a slip 
to spend the night at least every other night or so. 
That way - we could “power up” for AC for good 
sleeping, charge up our phones/music and had the flat screen TV for movie watching at night. 
The Boy’s (Nick and Robert) favorite places were the Baths, Bitter End and Anegada (in that 
order). The Baths were spectacular – so much so that we went back twice. The sun was out to 



create the perfect day and temp. Boys played like a couple of guppies – swimming in an out of 
the boulders while Bryan and I took the “grown-up” paths. We celebrated Nick’s 14th birthday 
at “Top of the Baths” with cheeseburgers in paradise. Except for Robert stepping on a sea-
urchin the last day and getting a taste of 3rd-world medical care (“don’t get hurt in the islands… 
doctors are mean and don’t have kids) … it was sheer heaven. Because of the “incident” we 
dubbed this trip: Almost Paradise   

 

 

 

 

 

  



CAT FIGHT – The Katz’s adventure in the BVI 
Andy Katz 
 
What's better than a good Cat Fight? How about a Cat Fight followed by a Halloween party at 
Foxy's. 
 
Lynda and I took another trip to the BVI in late October. Just the two of us, 10 days, we have 
learned that 7 is just not enough. The plan was to spend the first 6 days alone and the last 4 
with some new friends from TTOL, more on that later. 
 
Day 1: Friday 10/21, flew to St Thomas via Miami, found the ferry to Tortola to be unusually 

crowded with locals carrying TVs and other 
Big Box items. Turns out it was their St 
Ursula's Day, which is a big shopping 
holiday and prices are much better on St 
Thomas. This made the wait at Customs in 
Road Town long, but we got to BVI Yacht 
Charters around 7 PM. Got our gear 
stowed and Bobby's delivered our 
provisions, so it was Painkillers and 
sandwiches onboard as we were too tired 
to go out. The boat had shore power AC so 
we slept great. 
 
Day 2: Woke up and walked two blocks to 
Deli France to pick up our frozen baked 

goods provisions, more on that later. Stopped by the new Riteway for Coke Zero, it's just like a 
US grocery store. Back to the boat, 100 yards walk to Caribbean Cellars for really cheap liquor. 
Got to love BVI Yacht charters, we still left the dock by 11:00 AM. Very light air, around 5, we 
went to Norman, grabbed a ball at Water Point for some seclusion and snorkeled the reef 
there. Went to Willie T's, met a couple from England over drinks and had dinner with them. 
Turns out when the guy was 22, he had never been sailing, but signed up for an around the 
world the wrong way cruise. I got a first hand account of what it's like beating around the 
Horn through 60 foot waves to three days. 
 
Day 3: Breeze was picking up but still light for the BVI's around 10. We sailed to Cooper Island, 
lunch ashore, a nice snorkel at Cistern point in the afternoon, then Happy Hour ashore, then 
dinner on the boat. From Deli France we provisioned frozen ham and cheese croissants and 
apple turnovers for breakfast. We got partially baked baguettes for lunch sandwiches, and we 
got some Patties for lunches or dinners. Patties are kind of like Empanadas, we got some beef 
and some chicken curry, both were very spicy. Their baked goods were rich, but excellent. 
 



Day 4: Normal breeze 18-20 it was like this for the 
rest of the trip. We fetched Marina Cay on one 
tack, beating hard, just clearing Beef Island. My 
first chance to get a sense of the boat, it was good. 
We had a 40 foot mono with dual wheels. I really 
like the dual wheels. You can sit on the high rail 
while beating, and for single handing you can work 
the wheel and the jib sheets while tacking. Our 
favorite snorkel spot is at Marina Cay and you 
might not know it is there. Diamond reef is just 
Northwest of the mooring field, there are some 
yellow dinghy balls. It's a wall that slopes from 15-

60 feet, also good for diving. It faces east so a morning snorkel would be best. 
 
Day 5: We went up to the North Sound, we have never been to Saba Rock so we grabbed a 
ball there. Spent the afternoon in their beach hammocks and found out they have a great 
happy hour. 2 for 1 drinks means $2.50 painkillers, run punches, etc. and these drinks were 
big and strong, we barely mad it back to the boat. 
 
Day 6: Motored over to Leverick Bay, 
one our our favorite stops. We were 
to meet up with some of the TTOL 
group there so we wanted to be at 
the dock. Shore AC meant backing it 
in, some nerves, but no problem. 
Jack turned us on to TTOL, its an 
Internet forum for people who cruise 
a lot in the BVIs. We know some 
people from the site and some that 
we have met in the BVIs. Nick the 
Leverick Bay manager is one we have 
met before and he welcomed us at 
the dock. We spent the afternoon 
with Carolyn and Paul who live 
aboard Cattitiude with a little dog 
named LuSea who provides hours of 
entertainment. It was about 5:00 PM 
before the main TTOL boat with 
SailDoggie and about 8 other 
characters showed up. Let the party 
begin. 
 
Day7: It's always a great sail to 
Anegada, a tight reach for two hours 



in the open water. Met the group plus two more boats and went to Cow Wreck Beach for the 
afternoon where we got to know about 10 more people. Dinner at Neptunes 15 people at one 
table. We sat across from Manpot (Malcolm Boyes) who was a Hollywood journalist. We 
heard some pretty entertaining stories from his past.  

 

 

 
  



Fleet of the Month  
The Portsmouth Fleet 
Submitted by your humble editor 
 

You may be saying to yourself, “What, they are a ‘fleet’, but not one of the recognized one 
design fleets.  Well, I had the opportunity to eat with a few of our newer members at the 
Commodore’s Ball that own a Force 5 and Santana 20, and I thought that you might like to learn 
a little about some of the boats in our yard that aren’t a Catalina 22, MC Scow, Day Sailer or 
Sunfish.  This is just a few of the boats in our yard that you may be asking yourself “what’s 
that”… 
 

The Force 5  
 
The Force 5 was designed in 1972 by Fred Scott and Jack 
Evans of AMF Alcort fame. By 1974 it was their second best 
selling boat and one of the fastest growing one design 
fleets in the nation. It was designed to be a sleek, fast hull 
that was a step up from AMF’s simpler boats. The Force 5 
had sophisticated sail controls and a high performance hull 
and rig. The dream of its designers came true. Over 12,000 
boats were built up until 1989 when AMF Alcort changed 
hands several times in a short period of time.  
 
In the autumn of 1993, a company located on Long Island’s 
famed Great South Bay began building new Force 5’s again. 
Weeks Yacht Yard, boatbuilders since 1898, became the new builders of Force 5 sailboats. 
 
 

Santana 20 

 
The Santana 20, playfully called the "Tuna 20",  
is built by W.D. Schock Corporation of Corona, California. 
  
Please visit them on the web at www.wdschock.com to  
learn more about the the boat, parts, or where to find a dealer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wdschock.com/


Flying Junior 
 
The International Flying Junior or FJ is a sailing dinghy which was 
originally designed in 1955 in the Netherlands by renowned boat 
designer Van Essen and Olympic sailor Conrad Gülcher. The FJ was 
built to serve as a training boat for the then Olympic-class Flying 
Dutchman. The FJ has a beam of 4'11" and an overall sail area of 
100 square feet (9.3 m2). These dimensions make the FJ an ideal 
class to teach young sailors the skills of boat handling and racing. 
 

Laser 
 
The Laser is an Olympic class sailboat sailed competitively across the 
globe. Competitive Laser sailing is governed by the International Laser 
Class Association (ILCA) based out of Falmouth England. To see what is 
going on in the Laser Class on 6 of the 7 continents throughout the world, 
visit www.laserinternational.org! 
 

 
Tornado 
 
The boat was designed in 1967 by Rodney March of 
Brightlingsea, England, with help from Terry Pierce, and Reg 
White, specifically for the purpose of becoming the Olympic 
catamaran. At the IYRU Olympic Catamaran Trials, it easily 
defeated the other challengers. 
 
To increase its performance even further, the Tornado was 
modified in 2000, with a new sail- plan which included a 
Spinnaker and Spinnaker boom, as well as an increased sail area of the existing sails. An 
additional trapeze was also added, and the jib was made self tacking. 
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 Harpoon 5.2 
 
The HARPOON 5.2 Day Cruiser is one of three monohull sailboats that were built by Boston 
Whaler from the late 70s to the early 80s. The following is a quick overview of each boat. For 
those who take avid interest in these superbly 
designed and crafted boats, I have included the 
complete pages of the original brochures. Please note 
that the brochure pictures as well as most other links 
open into a new page and can be minimized for later 
viewing or closed to return to this page. For the 
Harpoon 5.2 there was an earlier brochure which 
depicted the actual prototype. The four pages of this brochure are here available with the a-
extension. Close inspection will reveal some differences between the prototype and the actual 
production boats. 
 

This is Funny 
 
From www.livesaildie.com 
 
Victims – Hobie 16′s 
Culprits – 12′ Skiffs 
Location – Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron 
The Hobie sailors are planning their revenge… 
 
 


