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SAILAZOID # 2 was a total success with over 30 people and 9 boats participating. After a great
spaghetti dinner by Vicki Bullock and crew | had the pleasure of sailing with the Feldstein family on my
Catalina 22. It is great fun to get to meet new people and learn about their lives and experiences.
More of the SAILAZOIDS are to follow.

Due to my 2nd grandsons 6th birthday, | was unable to attend the beans and cornbread dinner. | did
make it out for the revelry a little latter in the evening and found folks enjoying themselves at the AYC.
Imagine that!!!

Due to lack of communications, The April Fools Regatta has been cancelled. We may try to replace this
with the Turkey Day Regatta latter in the year.

The Catalina fleets stepped up and will present another SAILAZOID on April 10, 2009. Once again night
sailing and cruising will occur along with a MEXICAN food pot luck supper. Bring your best Mexican dish
and impress us with your culinary daring. This will also be our Social for the month so come on out.

Racing in high winds has been extreme with one broken mast and a blown out travelor car within the last
2 weeks, but no one has complained about the lack of wind.

This past weekend we had 7 Catalinas on the starting line, the most since | have been a member, and |
was talking trash about the gung ho attitude of the Catalina sailors when it was pointed out to me that we
had 8 Sunfish on the starting line. | stand in awe and reverence to their dedication.That water is still cold.
Quite a few MC"s were also present on the water and one MC'er (No name mentioned) was in the water.
A wonderful Hogs Trough lunch was put on by Elnore and Dorothy Eisner. | always try and make this
lunch. | guess | just feel at home at the hog trough. Not that | ever make a pig of myself. It was great to
see so many boats out for the racing. Thanks also to the Race committees who did great jobs both this
week and the week before.
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The Last Shanty

by Tom Lewis

M' father often told me, when | was just a lad,

A sailor's life was very hard, the food was always bad,
But now I've joined the navy, I'm on board a man-o-war,
And now | find a sailor ain't a sailor any more!

Don't haul on the rope, don't climb up the mast,
If you see a sailing-ship it might be your last,

Get your civvies ready for another run ashore,
A sailor ain't a sailor ain't a sailor any more!

The ‘killick' of our mess, he says we've had it soft,
It wasn't like this in his day, when he was up aloft,
We like our bunks and sleeping bags but what's a hammock for?
Swinging from the deckhead or lying on the floor?

They gave us an engine that first went up and down,

Then with more technology the engine went around,

We're good with steam and diesel but what's a mainyard for?
A stoker ain't a stoker with a shovel any more!

They gave us an Aldis Lamp, we can do it right,

They gave us a radio, we signal day and night,

We know our codes and ciphers but what's a 'sema’ for?
A 'bunting-tosser' doesn't toss the bunting any more!

They gave us a radar set to pierce the fog and gloom,

So now the lookout's sitting in a tiny darkened room,

Loran does navigation the Sonar says how deep,

The Jimmy's 3 sheets to the wind, the Skipper's fast asleep.

Two cans of beer a day, that's your bleeding lot!

But now we gets an extra one because they stopped The Tot,
So, we'll put on our civvy-clothes and find a pub ashore,

A sailor's still a sailor, just like he was before!
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Nautical Star Tattoos

Tattoos have been part of sailing lore since James Cook rounded Cape Horn, crossed the Pacific, and
arrived in Tahiti in 1769. One of the most symbolic sailor tattoo is the nautical star. The nautical start
refers to the North Star that shines in the Northern hemisphere. When this tattoo originated the stars
served as the only form of navigation to sailors in the dead of night. Sailors relied on these stars to guide
them home safely. In this way a nautical star tattoo is seen to provide protection, guidance and a safe
return home.
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Lloyd Dietert accepted the post of Commodore (ed. Note — this is ca 1986)
with a long speech, long for him, that is. “Have fun tonight™ he said.
“Tomorrow we go to work.” And we did.

The club promoted the Holder Nationals, with good weather for a change.
For our reward we acquired five Holder Twelve’s, at very low cost, to be
used in our junior program.

We held another sailathon for the handicapped and one of our second-
generation members experienced a change of life. David Tyler grew up in
and around the yacht club, a polite young man, interested in sailing his
yellow Catalina fast. The name Harbort meant nothing to him. He didn’t notice the pretty
blonde daughter. Of course not. And she didn’t notice him. Of course not. But Dottie began to
show up at work parties as a member of the food committee. And David’s racing performance
fell off. You see, he was trying to sail on the same part of the lake as that other yellow Catalina.
Rita was the first to know, followed closely by Dottie, then David. Father Bill found out about
wedding plans just in time to arrange for a loan. That's always the way.




Ken Roberson, having survived a dismasting and a capsize in his Day Sailer, finally saw the
light and bought a Catalina. Such a sensible person was the logical leader for 1986. We spent
many Saturdays questioning his ancestry, cursing his name and rebuilding the dock. We
finished just in time for the Catalina state championships with 41 boats, one of which tried to
climb the port rail of my boat.

At another time, members of AYC led by Mary Ann Jackson, answered the phones for pledge
night on Channel 13 in Dallas. | lost friends that night, as | went down the membership lists of
the yacht club, the tennis club, and the Meadowbrook Methodist Choir. All | was doing was
soliciting memberships, for cryin’ out loud. | didn’t think eleven thirty on a Saturday night was an
unreasonable hour to call, it was in a good cause. Well, no one wrung my neck and | was able
to enjoy Jay Mize’s year at the tiller. We shovel sand, pushed dirt, carried concrete sacks, laid
railroad ties. Fun, huh? Esther Aquirre thought so. She got out of the house, away from
grading papers, just by making four or five dozen baloney sandwiches for the work gang. The
retraining wall does improve the club and when the water comes back we will have additional
tie-up space. In the meantime, let’s all go and search for the bulldozer jay stuck in the mud. He
left it there on Sunday night; the water came up, and the machine hasn’'t been seen since. It's
probably a coincidence but soon after that Jay put his Catalina up for sale, saying he needed
money for an unexpected expense. Maybe with the new sprinkler system and the boat washing
apparatus he installed we can learn to live without moving any dirt.

One word of explanation for our less active members. In this recital, the word capsize is
mentioned often. To capsize a racing sailboat is not a disgrace nor is it dangerous. It's more
like being thrown out at trying to steal second base in a softball game. For every such penalty
for trying to sail fast, there are hundreds of average folks who go sailing and aren’t named in the
Telltales.

I haven’t mentioned the present administration headed by Garrett Williams since it isn't history
yet but | guarantee something peculiar will happen. In the meantime, the wind blows, the waves
dance, and that highly personal, private love affair between sailboat and sailor goes on.

0, 0 1 2
1 1
# 2 3454 ¢, 1
& 16* ' & &
78 ( , 1 & 1
, - 9 : ;
( 11
(, & ( 1 < 1&
= 0
(1 1 1 (, 9
> 77
0 & & ? /
( 1 0



% & #
D50$ %)
%  "(SGD5B




